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Hyde Clarke — On the Lion Shilling. 35 

III. — Note on the Rise of a Recent Superstition in London. — The Lion 
Shilling. By Hyde Clarke. 

What is called "The Lion Shilling" is a shilling of George IV 
of 1 826, with the royal crest of a lion on the crown on the 
obverse. This is considered by many persons to be a lucky 
shilling, and that so long as anyone has a lion shilling in his 
pocket he will be lucky. Many respectable persons have 
carried lion shillings for years, till they are well-worn, and 
the superstition is well known among the lower classes, both 
to men and women. 

How this superstition originated does not appear. It is not 
founded on a preceding legend, and must have sprung up 
since 1826. I have known of it from 1832. 

The feature of interest to the Society is this, that a super- 
stition should have sprung up in our days, and have spread 
widely in the large population of the metropolis, and for any- 
thing I have known, elsewhere. 

A discussion followed, in which Col. Lane Fox and Dr. 
Donovan took part. 

The Honorary Secretary then read the second part of the 
first portion of Mr. Howorth's paper, on the Westerly Drifting 
of Nomads, as already given in previous pages. 

A discussion followed, in which remarks were made by Mr. 
Hyde Clarke, Mr. Burke, and Mr. Black. 



Ordinary Meeting, January 26th, 1869. 

Professor Huxley, F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

New Members. — Captain Lindsay Brine, R.N. ; Dr. Jones 
Lamprey, 67th Regiment. 

Colonel A. Lane Fox, Hon. Sec, exhibited a marble armlet 
which he had recently obtained from Mr. H. Warren Edwards, 
H. M. Consul at Lukoja on the Niger, and Assistant in charge 
of the Niger expedition. The ring is of black marble, with 
white veins, it is 4^ in. interior diameter, and 1 in. thick, 
flat on the inside, and rounded on the outside. The following 
letter on the subject was read to the Meeting : — 

" Dear Sir, — I am afraid that I can give you but little in- 
formation respecting the ring. I bought it of Dantowai, a 
Haussa-man, in August, 1865. He wore it on the left arm, 
just above the elbow. I was then at Lukoja, confluence of 
the Barie and Niger. Dantowai had been in the employ of 
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